" (Goods such asTin baths or baskefs would be hang and displayed odfside 1o atfract customers,

—

HARDWARE STORE

The original building was stfadfed a3

Nrers Row in (olverhamston.

Ttwas bulltaround The first half of The

ninleentl] centary batthe shop is sét ]
inThe 1930s J

The premises are an esfension of The

ironmonger’s shop nest door, sothey appearTe be run as one business.

Wironmonger’s sho? specialises in fools for thetrade’ whereas The hardware sho? sells
anything and everytfing for the home. The shop never actaally existed sothe Museam pat

Togéther from whdlever fistares and fifings could be found. The cownter, window backs and The
glass—fronfed china case were bought Trom Manby's an ironmongers in Skigton, The otfer oo
glass-fronted cases used 16 belongTe Pavid Hayward's - a brush making firm in Ploxwich.

TInthe 1930s1he standard wage for a hardware assistat was aboat™10 shilings (50 pence)
a weel, That's worth abodat™£15.00 inToday’s Terms. The hours were very long: both shops
would be open wilil 8 o’clock df night on weekdays and wiflt 4 or [0 o’clock on Sdfardays.

(hen you entered the shopthere wodld be a strong smell of paraffin, The major source of
(igb’fﬁ'\g and He.a’fﬁ'\g for families, Onthe cowdter there is a belfo geff’fﬁe dffevition of the

shopleeper.

The At llustrated onThe leff was made in
fmerica by \[CR in Payton Ohio, one of
The biggestsupfliers inThe civilised world,
Today'sTills work odt~the change 1o be

givzn?"o' The customer baf onthese old
ones The shopleeper wodld have 1o

calcdatethe sam in bis head. ;
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~ The shop wodld charge 2d a rollfotrim wallpaper on a machine forthis purpose.
fPéoHe could have keys ca; buy circular métal ‘pofmender’ patches 1o keeptheir
2615 and pans going, and home shoe repair lfs - called 'Plakey SSegs’

cortaining replacement 1oe caps and heels. Most people had only one pair of
shoes which had 16 last Tor years!

Momlay was u/ashday and The pictares below showthe possers and a mangle used by women, 4

The posser was used o press
onthe clothes inthe washfab
and The mangle was vifal 1o
eress odl allThe excess wadler
before hanging The clothes on =
The line - noTamble dryers or |
spin cycles inThose days!
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which were hedted up by
patting Them in fron of a
fire or on a cooling range.
Most Tamilies oumed atf least™
Two flat irons sothey could
hedt one up hile The other

was being used.

Photograph by Carolyn Caton

7525)70? also sold ﬁdhrons i

.|',

(Jooden pegs were sold for ‘pegging odl” batalso asToys as girls would make

Their oun peg dolls as shown.

Qooden rat and mouse ’I‘Fafs are also sold and if you had beéftes or

coclkroaches whichhrived in dame Places you could bayThe Pemon Trap for 2/6.

On bdth night once a week
’ﬂ:]'e big gal\/amsecl bath
ool b pal in front of The
Efire andThe hedled wafar

- would be shared by

everyone - wasle nal want~
nott - children first in
order of age with father

back fromThe coalmine

 lastof all: Then mayba’ﬂ?z

dog woau géta serub, and

.51 The waler would finally be
' ’ﬂiroum inthe yard.




